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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

Mr. Herbert C. Varney addressed the society on "The Birth 
Notices of a State" at. the annual meeting of the executive coun- 
cil of the society, held as an open session on February 24. At 
the stated meeting of the executive council April 14 two papers 
were read: "The Attitude of the Swedish- Americans toward the 
World War," by Dr. George M. Stephenson, and "Steamboating 
on the Upper Mississippi after the Civil War," by Professor 
Lester B. Shippee. The meeting was open to the public and was 
attended by about seventy-five. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled dur- 
ing the quarter ending April 30, 1919 : Minnie L. Hills, Henry 
A. Merrill, and Ethel B. Virtue of St. Paul ; Norman S. B. Gras 
and Mrs. Charles S. Pillsbury of Minneapolis; Peter Broberg of 
New London; Otis B. De Laurier of Long Prairie; Orrin Fruit 
Smith of Winona; August E. Wentzel of Crookston; and Mrs. 
Anna E. Wilson of Janesville. The society has lost four mem- 
bers by death during the same period: Benjamin L. Goodkind 
of St. Paul, February 17; the Honorable Darwin S. Hall of 
Olivia, February 20; Auguste L. Larpenteur of St. Paul, Febru- 
ary 24 ; and William White of St. Paul, April 2. Mr. White and 
Mr. Hall were both members of the executive council. Mr. Lar- 
penteur was the last survivor of the one hundred and twenty- 
three original members of the society and one of the last two sur- 
vivors of the Minnesota Old Settlers' Association, membership 
in which was confined to those who lived in Minnesota before it 
was organized as a separate territory in 1849. 

During the months of February, March, and April about one 
hundred pasteboard boxes of the early records of the governor's 
office dating from 1849 to 1865 were taken from the Capitol and 
deposited in the manuscript division. At the present time every- 
thing of territorial date, from 1849 to 1858, that has withstood 
the ravages of later years, has been cleaned, pressed, and arranged. 
By far the larger part of the material is correspondence, though 
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some other papers consisting of election returns, requisitions and 
other criminal records, and a few scattering commissions and re- 
ports of territorial officers have been found. 

During the transfer of the early archives from the govenor's 
office to the Historical Building in April, the records, now nearly 
a century old, of the first election in Minnesota Territory were 
again brought to the light. This election was held pursuant to 
the proclamation of Governor Ramsey issued on July 7, 1849, 
which divided the territory into seven districts and ordered an 
election to be held on August 1 to choose a delegate to Congress 
and the members of the territorial legislature. The records, 
which are in excellent condition, contain returns from all but the 
first district. It is interesting to note the number of voters in the 
various precincts : St. Paul had 191 names on the poll list, Still- 
water, 115; St. Anthony and Mendota, 62 each; and Long Prairie, 
48. There were 14 voters at Lac qui Parle and 28 at Little Cana- 
da, where the three judges of election made their marks in lieu 
of signing their names. The elections were held in all sorts of 
places. At St. Paul the voters cast their ballots in the house of 
Henry Jackson; at Stillwater in the Minnesota House; at Men- 
dota in the lower warehouse of Henry H. Sibley; the mission 
school house was used in the Snake River precinct and the trad- 
ing house of Olmstead and Rhodes at Long Prairie ; and at Tay- 
lors Falls Joshua L. Taylor set up the polls in his own home. 
Henry H. Sibley seems to have been the only candidate for dele- 
gate to Congress, but the abstracts show a goodly number of 
candidates for seats in the territorial legislature. One of these, 
William Surgis of the sixth district, was so popular that he was 
elected to both branches of the legislature. He immediately re- 
signed his seat in the lower house and a special election was 
called to fill the vacancy. 

In this the centennial anniversary year of the founding of Fort 
Snelling, the journals of Major Lawrence Taliaferro, one of the 
society's most treasured possessions, are of renewed interest and 
value. Major Taliaferro was the United States Indian agent at 
the fort from the time of its establishment in 1819 until 1841, and 
during most of those years he kept a daily account of the happen- 
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ings in his office. One of these journals recounting events from 
May, 1833, to August 26, 1834, was so badly burned when the 
major's home was destroyed by fire that students have been un- 
able to consult it without parts of the manuscript falling in pieces. 
Recently a careful typewritten copy has been made of this journal 
so that its contents are now available to all interested persons. 

A variety of topics have been discussed at the semimonthly 
children's history hour : "Early Steamboats on the Upper Missis- 
sippi," "Some Famous Minnesota Pioneers," "The History of 
Fire Arms," and "Life in the Ancient Indian Villages of Minne- 
sota." After these talks, as at previous meetings, the children 
evinced considerable interest in playing the museum game. About 
eighty children attended each gathering. 

Special exhibits in honor of Lincoln and Washington and of 
St. Valentine were arranged during the month of February and 
a permanent exhibit of the various types of Indian arrowpoints 
was added to those already found in the Indian room of the 
museum. 

Since February school teachers have brought sixty-eight class- 
es, including 2279 pupils, to the museum. Twenty of these 
classes came from Minneapolis and seven, with a total of 331, 
came from schools outside the Twin Cities. 

A program in honor of Washington was held in the Historical 
Building on the afternoon of February 22. At that time the two 
hundred and sixty-three visitors were shown the process of clean- 
ing and repairing manuscripts as well as the special exhibits of 
relics, pictures, and manuscripts bearing on the lives of Lincoln 
and Washington. 

The Historical Building was the scene of three club meetings 
during the last quarter. On February 15 the Minnesota Chapter 
of the Colonial Dames of America met in the auditorium. Mrs. 
Marion Furness read a paper on the diary kept by her father, 
Alexander Ramsey, during the territorial period of Minnesota. 
On April 4 the Twin City History Teachers' Association had a 
supper in the museum,, and on April 22 twenty-five members of 
the Dome Club toured the building. 
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Gifts 

Mr. William L. Darling of St. Paul, a member of the railway 
commission from the United States to Russia, has presented the 
society with a file of the Russian Daily News, from March 15 to 
August 4, 1917, a few numbers of which are missing. This in- 
teresting and valuable paper, called originally the Private News 
Letter, was started in 1915 as a mimeographed sheet containing 
translations into English of the more important news items from 
the Russian papers. On April 25, with the appearance of the 
first printed number, the name was changed to the Russian Daily 
News; and thereafter, until July 23, one printed number was 
issued each week, the other numbers being mimeographed. The 
editor and publisher was H. Custis Vezey of Petrograd, and the 
file presented to the society was purchased by Mr. Darling in that 
city. The first number contains an account of the acts of the 
executive committee of the Duma immediately after the revolu- 
tion was accomplished. The interests of the paper are world- 
wide, and the news from the foreign countries, especially Great 
Britain and America, is given as much prominence as is that of 
Russia. The file is particularly valuable, for it gives first-hand 
condensed accounts in English of events in Russia during the 
troubled times closely following the revolution. 

Professor H. E. Whitney of the Shattuck School has donated 
to the society a group of sixteen pictures of early steamboats on 
the upper Mississippi. These pictures are a valuable addition to 
the collections illustrating the history of steamboating. 

From Mr. Arthur Courtney of St. Paul the society has received 
two German coins. Mr. Courtney is now with the Army of Oc- 
cupation in Germany. 

A framed photograph of Paul C. Davis, the first boy in his 
home community to die in France, has been received from his 
father, the Honorable Andrew Davis of Elk River, Minnesota. 

Mr. George P. Metcalf of St. Paul has donated a collection of 
unique pictures of the courthouse of St. Paul in 1857, Carson's 
Trading Post, Bemidiji, and of Chief Bemidiji. 
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Airs. A. P. Moss of St. Paul has placed on deposit in the 
museum several old-fashioned ribbons, shoes, card cases, and 
other articles of early American costume. These are interesting 
additions to the museum collections illustrating early domestic 
life. Mrs. Moss has also presented to the society a few letters 
of H. L. Moss, a Minnesota pioneer and United States district 
attorney. These papers pertain largely to annuity claims of the 
loyal Sioux of 1862. 

From Mr. Arthur Courtney of St. Paul the society has received 
ceived a considerable number of manuscripts and museum ob- 
jects. The collection includes seventeen valuable autograph let- 
ters bearing the signatures of prominent people, such as Phillips 
Brooks and Andrew Carnegie; also two interesting broadsides, 
one entitled "Old Abe's Preliminary Visit to the White House," 
and the other, "An Appeal to Liberty Men to Vote Early on Mon- 
day morning, November 8, 1847." 

Through the courtesy of Mr. R. D. Strong of Minneapolis a 
copy of the journal kept by Dr. William D. Dibb, government 
physician and surgeon with the famous Fisk expeditions of 1862, 
1863, 1864, has been deposited with the society. The journal 
contains daily accounts of the movements of soldiers and emi- 
grants across the western plains, describing buffalo hunts, fights 
with grizzly bears, an attack by Indians and the rescue by United 
States troops from Fort Rice, and the finding of gold. Extracts 
from the most interesting entries, together with an account of the 
history of the manuscript, appear in the Minneapolis Journal of 
March 2. 

The Register of the Twin City Municipal Exhibit of the Louisi- 
ana Purchase Exposition, presented by Dr. Dawson Johnston of 
St. Paul, is an interesting addition to the society's collection of 
registers. 

An interesting and valuable acquisition is a contemporary 
"Journal of Travel to California in 1853," presented by W. W. 
Gilbert of Minneapolis. The wagon train in which Mr. Gilbert 
' traveled left Milwaukee, April IS, 1853, wound its way across 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa, and thence by the prairie trail to 
Salt Lake City and across the desert to Placerville, California. 
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Through the courtesy of Orrin F. Smith the society has come 
into the possession of a number of interesting papers relating to 
the early history of Winona. 

The society is indebted to Colonel C. B. Humphrey of the 
805th Pioneer Infantry (colored) for a copy of the official his- 
tory of the regiment written by Captain Paul S. Bliss of St. Paul. 

An interesting manuscript account of the first balloon ascen- 
sion in St. Paul in 1857, written by J. O. Donahower, has been 
presented by Mr. William F. Markoe of White Bear. 

A manuscript collection, primarily of interest for the auto- 
graphs, has been presented by Frank D. Willis of St. Paul. Most 
of the twenty-two letters in the collection are signed by prominent 
Minnesotans, such as Cushman K. Davis, John Lind, and Knute 
Nelson. 

Mr. Joseph G. Butler of Youngstown, Ohio, a member of the 
American Industrial Commission to France in 1916, has presented 
the society with an autographed copy of his book describing the 
journey of the commission. The book contains excellent illustra- 
tions. 



